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On November 13, 1982, a two day World Tribunal On
Reparations for Black People in the U.S. was held in New
York City. The full significance of that Tribunal will ultimately
be summed up in history by the process of black struggle
which continues to unfold and which will itself be influenced
by the Tribunal: such struggle as that which will be gen-
erated by the demand for reparations being generalized
within the oppressed and colonized African community in
the U.S.; such struggle as that which will be influenced by
the development and leadership of the African National
Reparations Organization (ANRO) founded on the two days
immediately following the World Tribunal, and such struggle
as that which will occur under the leadership of the African
People's Socialist Party, the advance forces of the colonized
African working class in the U.S.

However, while we must leave much to history's judge-
ment as to the full significance of the World Tribunal, there
are some things which we can say today, such a short time
after the occurrence of the World Tribunal.

One thing the World Tribunal did do was to establish a
process wherein the issue of the oppression of African peo-
ple in the U.S. will have to be taken seriously again by the
international community. It is hard to believe that within the
short period of ten or eleven years the plight and just cause
of the domestically colonized African community in the U.S.
has receded from the active consciousness of the peoples in
the world.

It was not so long ago that the heroic cause of our people
was recognized worldwide, that the courage of our militants
and revolutionaries was world renown. Because of their pro-
minent roles in providing leadership for our people against
our most formidable enemy and oppressor, Malcolm X., Dr.



Martin Luther King, the leadership of the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and the Black Pan-
ther Party traveled the world with other great international
figures who sought the end of human oppression and the
creation of just social systems.

These were the heady days of world-wide mobiliza-
tion—the days of Che, Ho Chi Minn, Mao and the Cultural
Revolution. These were the days of the Tupamaros, of
Cabral, of Black Power and Black Panthers.

Much has changed since that time. One of the most
significant things to happen was the brutal suppression of
our movement, such vicious military suppression as that
which evinced the murders of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Malcolm X, Fred Hampton, Mark Clark and tens of members
of the Black Panther Party, along with those from less influ-
ential organizations throughout the U.S. This suppression
resulted in forced exile for many and frame-ups and
imprisonment for many more. Today, it may be argued, that
more of our militants and revolutionaries languish behind
prison walls than among us within the colonized African
communities of the U.S.

Geronimo Pratt, Sundiata Acoli, Herman Bell, Albert
Washington, Dhoruba Moore, Anthony LaBorde, James York,
Bernice Jones, etc., etc., are no longer on the streets of the
U.S. Assata Shakur, free only because of a daring prison
escape, is hunted like an animal throughout the U.S. by offi-
cers of the U.S. colonialist State who surely intend to end her
life as they have attempted to do in the past.

Subsequent to this brutal attack on our movement and
its leaders, the U.S. government has worked diligently to
convince the world community of its changed character as
it relates to black people, a changed character which the
U.S. government alleges has resulted in the "Americaniza-
tion" of its African population which has now achieved its
basic aspirations. To do so was not as difficult as some
might think. As a result of the terror and carnage strewn
throughout our oppressed, colonized communities, resulting
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in the imprisonment and murder of our leaders and the des-
truction of our militant organizations, our people were tem-
porarily "pacified," their voices stilled and the U.S. govern-
ment and the international community were relieved of the
terrible din caused by 40 million African people who were
demanding Bread, Peace and Black Power.

And, if the quiet which now prevailed within our com-
munities was not enough to convince the peoples of the
world that black people had become finally free and no
longer needed to rise up in opposition to the U.S. govern-
ment, several other ploys succeeded in quelling any suspi-
cions. One ploy was dependent on the election of James
Earl Carter as U.S. president in 1976. Carter's election was
one which saw more than 90 percent of the black vote go to
a plantation owner from the deep South which was the im-
mediate origin of the black movement so recently crushed
by the U.S. government. Was this not evidence of a recon-
ciliation between the interests of the black population and
the U.S. government? If not, Carter's selection of Andrew
Young as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations surely
served the purpose. Thus, the world community was misled
as were our own nearly leaderless people.

But no longer! The World Tribunal not only exposes to
the international community that the oppression of African
people is alive and well in the U.S., it also exposes the fact
that our oppression has existed along one long continuum,
that there has never been any cessation of our oppression.

This is one significance of the World Tribunal, but not
the only one. Another significance of the World Tribunal
was the process it initiated in summing up our history of
oppression and struggle for African people ourselves who
are the victims of our oppression. Now, the victims of U.S.
terror within and without its borders can be better armed in
our attempts to overthrow this terror.

This pamphlet represents only a tiny portion of the
testimony and documentation presented at the World Tribu-
nal on Reparations for Black People in the U.S. The entire






